October 2013 Board of Aldermen Meeting

October, 2013


Minutes of October Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on October 22, 2013 @ 6:30 p.m.

Knight’s of Columbus Upper Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – present

Alderman Alan Carter – present

Alderwoman Jackie Jackson - present

Alderman David Schmidt – excused 


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present 

City Attorney Matt Fairless
City Clerk Becky McCollum

The October 2013 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. 
after a half-hour Budget Work Session.

1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of minutes
Mayor Doug Wynn called the meeting to order. Alderman Jackson                       made a motion to approve the agenda, with changes. Alderman Jacobsen                       seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.
A copy of the written September 25, 2013 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the September 25, 2013 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Carter. The City Clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day, October 22, 2013.

3rd Item:
Open Forum - none
4th Item
Bill 2013-16 Telephone/Cellphone Franchise Tax

City Attorney Matt Fairless reported on the preparation for this bill and verifying if this issue must be placed on the ballot, per Hancock Amendment. He will have more info for the Board at the November 6 Board Meeting.
5th Item: 
Property Tax


The Board began preliminary discussion on placing this issue on the April 2014 ballot. The deadline for ballot placement will be January 2014. Further discussion will be needed, at the November 6 Board Meeting,

6th Item:    
Engineering Report


The City Engineer, Tom Rothermich, was unable to attend and forwarded his engineering report, by email. He has been working with the 4 new open home permits and had inspected/approved the 2 sewer tap connections in Flint Hill Country Estates. 

The City Clerk was also contacted by Steve Ridgway and Dale Witte of Landmark Surveying regarding the completion of the re-survey at the rear lots of Flint Hill Country Estates Plat 2 and the 40 foot easement. When surveys, etc are completed this will be on the Planning and Zoning Commission Agenda for a re-plat, after City Engineer reviews and approves.


As a follow up, the City Clerk will have Tom Rothermich contact MoDOT regarding the Downtown District area and verify our plans with Tom Evers, the St. Charles County MoDOT Engineer. Also, an update will be provided on the dangerous culverts at the corner of Mexico Rd. and Hwy P; which MoDOT said could be worked on  under the category of MoDOT maintenance.

If MoDOT has no concerns with our plans for the Downtown District, then an RFP will be posted for a design/drawing of a streetscape for the area. This will help the City move forward with grants and the possible property tax improvements; if residents are given a vision.
7th Item:
Sewer Updates

The City has 161 users currently with outstanding accounts, totaling $4018.90. 

Additional license plate info was provided and forwarded to the City Attorney to complete the levy paperwork being prepared for the levy of an Ostmann asset for payment of the $3673.xx amount owed as outstanding balance on the wastewater account.


After the emergency call from the Schulte family, Ofallon Sewer was contacted by the City Clerk and a camera inspection was done on the line, as authorized by the City Clerk and City Engineer. There was found to be no problems or back-up with the City line, and that info was relayed to the Schulte family. The Schulte's then called Mick Mehler & Sons, who had performed their work for assistance with the problem on their property. 

As of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per user, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. 
8th Item:
Communications from the Mayor - none
9th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen- none
10th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

City Attorney Matt Fairless presented his Attorney Report for October.. He and Alderman Chris Jacobsen met with Wentzville Attorney Paul Rost, Mayor Gucciani and other members of Wentzville staff including Scott Lee on October 18.

The meeting resulted in no firm agreement as of yet. 

One consideration with this agreement will be some type of base rate charged to associate with the costs of the actual wastewater treatment and the cost of the upgrades to the new plant. Matt Fairless discussed the consideration of Flint Hill being considered 'one' user, and an approximate base rate to be considered could be $495 monthly in our total bill to Wentzville. With the acceptance and completion of this agreement, the residents would be charged the current gallonage rate per Wentzville of $3.65 per 1000 gallons. (As opposed to the current $2.58, we charge for wastewater users.) The main concern, from Wentzville, is language which would state "no individual in Flint Hill will pay less than a resident in Wentzville."

In other matters, voluntary annexation for the 3 parcels along Hwy P at the corner of Mette Rd. will be discussed further at the November 6 Board Meeting. The Board will need to make a decision, if the parcel identified as #1, owned by Galbierz does not wish to voluntarily annex. The alternative would be involuntary annexation and this would need to be placed on the April ballot, with a deadline of January for the decision by the Board.
11th Item:         Clerk’s report

*  
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Wednesday, November 6.    

    As relayed in the Budget Work Session, a 1/2 hour Budget Work Session will  

          be  held at 6:00 p.m., prior to the regular Board Meeting. If there are no further

          concerns with the Budget, it will be introduced at that November Meeting, as 

          an agenda item.

*
    In preliminary research, for grant writing fees, members of the American 
 
    Grant Writer's Association charge $3000 for any federal grant application and 
          $2000 for any other state or local application. An in depth comparison of 

          grant-writing options will be presented at the November meeting, in hopes of 

          moving forward with the hiring of a grant-writer, who can write some type of 
          grant or matching fund option for the City "wish-list", of needs.

 *       MODOT and the County have both been contacted for the new signs to be 

          placed at the entrance of Flint Hill on Hwy P, at 40-61 and at the opposite 

          entrance on Mexico Rd. Also the missing speed limit signs throughout town, 

          have been ordered to be installed.

  *      As a first step in resolving the zip code issue, which is most probably tied into

          our sales tax revenue; the new postmaster at Wentzville has been emailed  

          requesting a written response and reason that we cannot have zip code 63346
          for all street addresses in Flint Hill. The next step will be a meeting with him,              

          followed by contact to state representatives at he federal level as related to the
          Postal Service.

  *      The City Clerk was contacted by Steve Scott, engineer at EDM concerning the 



    Ft. Zumwalt elementary school project on Mexico Rd. He will be reviewing the 

          original plans and updating them to be in line with our adopted 2009 ICC 
     
    Codes.

  *      The Board was given notice of our new City website, and photos will be taken 
 

          of all Board members at the November 6 Meeting.

12th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman Carter  made a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $--2038.71, per the General Fund Account Report as provided to the Board; with the late addition of the Flint Hill Engineering bill in the amount of $715. This total also included October payroll in the amount of $2026.12 and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of $1723.13. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
13th Item:        
Closed Session - none
             . 




14th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
