February 2014 Board of Aldermen Meeting

February, 2014


Minutes of February Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on February 19, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m.

Knight’s of Columbus Upper Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – present

Alderman Alan Carter – present 

Alderwoman Jackie Jackson - present

Alderman David Schmidt – present 


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present 

City Attorney Matt Fairless and Asst. City Attorney Drew Weber
City Clerk Becky McCollum

City Engineer Tom Rothermich

Planning and Zoning Commission Members: Jim Brown, Jim Perkins, Don Becker, 

     Gary Eldridge, Kathy Bowman

The February 2014 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of agenda and minutes
Mayor Doug Wynn called the meeting to order. Alderman Jackson made a motion to approve the agenda. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.
A copy of the written January 14, 2014 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Jackson made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the January 14, 2014 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman  Jacobsen. The City Clerk reports 4 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day, February 19, 2014.

3rd Item:
Open Forum with Planning and Zoning Commission

The Mayor thanked the members for attending and accepting our invitation to discuss Proposition P on the April 8, 2014 ballot.

4th Item:
Bill 2013-19 Property Tax Ballot April 2014


This ordinance was approved at the January 14, 2014 Board Meeting and was taken to the St. Charles County Election Authority to meet the ballot deadline. Discussion continued with members of the Planning and Zoning Commission.
A draft of a newsletter was provided for the Commission members and was included in the Meeting packet and the final one will be printed and mailed. A date was set for March  26, 2014 for the Open Forum/Town Hall Meeting to be scheduled in the newsletter. Positive comments were received on the 3 samples of the Downtown Conceptual Streetscape.
Discussion ensued between the Board and the guest Planning and Zoning Commission members concerning the Prop P .25 cent tax on the April 8 2014 ballot, with some questions regarding the confusion or lack of information regarding real and personal property to be taxed. Suggestions were offered on newsletter bullet points clarifying the issue.
5th Item:
Annexation of Mette Rd.

City Attorney Matt Fairless and the City Clerk had continued working with St. Charles County to verify some of the City boundaries since December. Due to lack of some original records, of original village incorporation; the County Assessor’s Office staff researchers have been trying to re-create our City boundaries from the old surveys and legal descriptions. Final result being that Mette Rd is NOT in our City limits. For annexation purposes of those properties on the eastern edge, we will first have to gain approval thru the County Council process to ‘annex’ Mette Rd. which should not be a problem, and will simply be a process. After annexing Mette Rd. we can then move forward with any further plans for annexing properties at that location.
This presents an issue as related to the St. Charles County Roads Contract. It appears that the County includes Mette Rd in our 6.98 miles of roads, and we are charged accordingly for all snow removal and maintenance. Thus far, (in the 2 years, that the contract has been in place,) the County HAS added Mette Rd. in our mileage of Flint Hill streets to be maintained/serviced/snow removal, etc. The City Clerk relayed that she had spoken with Jeff Spalding the County Highway Dept supervisor and they will begin the process of reconciling our actual amounts ‘owed’ to the County. According to the road/distance in feet/mileage PER the County, we have 2.31 miles of Mette Rd at $2000 per mile/per contract. The Board was presented with statements of accounting which have been provided by the County Roads Dept. supervisor. Final statement shows a lowered balance of $453.03 at the end of 2012 and a balance of $3530.97 owed at the end of 2013; due to this lowered amount of actual miles.
The map of the  actual boundaries, per the County Assessor, of Flint Hill was presented to the Board. A motion was made by Alderman Schmidt and seconded by Alderman Jackson to have City Attorney Matt Fairless contact St. Charles County and offer to annex a portion of Mette Rd to the approximate location of the entrance to the Wentzville Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

The vote was recorded as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and o “abstain.” Motion carried. This location would allow future possible annexations of the properties lying at the corner of Mette Rd and Hwy P on the eastern side.
6th Item:
Engineering Report


City Engineer Tom Rothermich has completed sewer tap inspections for the Griffey Home on Mexico Rd. and has allowed that new home to connect directly into the lift station due to the elevations; but has required that property owner to install a check valve. His work also continues on our updated zoning map. The future project which will be presented to Planning and Zoning Commission regarding the return of the 40’ easement is still being completed by Landmark Surveying according to Steve Ridgway of Flint Hill Country Estates.
7th Item:
Sewer Updates

The City has 161 users currently with outstanding accounts, totaling $4202.20. 

A check was delivered to the City Clerk in the amount of $3524.08 for the monies collected from the Ostmann assets, when obtained thru the Sheriff’s Dept. The City will continue to pursue the remainder of his amount owed.

In the last few weeks, the City was contacted again by Mel Schulte regarding back-up in his mother’s property at 5167 Hwy P. Ofallon Sewer went onsite and verifed that the lines were clear. Mel Schulte then independently hired Ofallon Sewer to camera the lateral sewer lines. The final result was that the lines do not run on a gravity flow, and some type of pump will be required. After repeated calls, and expense from the City, the issue will now be closed. Any further repair or problems onsite with the Schulte property lateral lines are not related to City sewer maintenance requiring Ofallon Sewer.

As of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per user, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. There is no further progress on the Wentzville Agreement originally Bill 2013-01 and now re-numbered Bill 2014-02.
8th Item:
Communications from the Mayor - none
9th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen

Alderman Carter was contacted by Greg Kneemiller who was upset over continued property code violations at 5035 Hwy P. The Board discussed the fact that
Numerous property owners including 2 aldermen and the Bross family received violation notices from the same inspection in October 2013. 

If his property code violation cases had proceeded to court, it was due to Mr. Kneemiller’s failure to pick up his mail and be notified in a timely manner.

Alderman Schmidt presented some possible future logos designed by his wife Dawn, for usage as a Flint Hill City logo. The Board was excited about the samples and to move forward in the future with a chosen design for banners, signs. Letterhead, etc.

10th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

a) Update on Wentzville Agreement 2014-01
Nothing to report.

City Attorney Matt Fairless presented his monthly attorney packet. Assistant City Attorney Drew Weber has been working on updating our wastewater ordinance to replace our outdated Ord. 39. This bill will be introduced at the March 19 Board Meeting.
11th Item:         Clerk’s report

*  
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Wednesday, March 19.  
The P&Z Commission and local business owners will all be invited to discuss the Prop P further before the Town Hall Meeting.

*
    The TOWN HALL MEETING DATE  is scheduled for the following week on 

    Wednesday, March 26 at 7:00 p.m.
*
    My contact at MODOR states our audit request "is under management review." 
    MODOR has began an audit of Amerigas/Heritage Propane Sales Tax, with no 

    clear time-table for results. City Attorney will work to contact the MODOR 


          legal department to move forward on this audit inquiry.
·     Per the latest MODOR deposit, our January sales tax was in the amount of  

$7442.15 and shows approx.. + $4554. overage as compared to last year at this time. Unsure of this being a true ‘overage’, or if this reflects some of our ‘back’ 

sales tax monies being paid.

12th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman  Schmidt made a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $2668.37per the General Fund Account Report as provided to the Board. This total also included February payroll in the amount of $2092.67 and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of $323.75. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
13th Item:        
Closed Session - none
14th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Schmidt made a motion to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports 4“yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
