August 2013 Board of Aldermen Meeting

August 21, 2013


Minutes of August Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on August 21, 2013 @ 6:00 p.m.

Knight’s of Columbus Lower Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – excused

Alderman Alan Carter – present

Alderwoman Jackie Jackson - present

Alderman David Schmidt – present 


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present 

City Attorney Matt Fairless
City Clerk Becky McCollum

City Engineer Tom Rothermich 
The August 2013 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of minutes
President of the Board of Aldermen Chris Jacobsen called the meeting to order. Alderman Schmidt made a motion to approve the agenda, with changes. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.
A copy of the written July 17, 2013 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Schmidt made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the July 17, 2013 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Jackson.                       The City Clerk reports 4 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day, August 21, 2013.

3rd Item:
Open Forum - none
4th Item
Bill 2013-13 City Speed Limit

Discussion continued from the June and July meeting, on the memo written by Hazelwood-Weber attorney Drew Weber, on the City speed limits, and entering into a separate agreement with St. Charles County for the control of the existing speed limits on roads with in the City limits. 

Research has been done by Hazelwood-Weber on the current speed limits, at 35 mph, as related to the signage by MODOT. Changes are recommended for Hwy P to remain 35 from Hwy 40-61 east thru town toward Townview Drive. At that point the speed will change to 45 mph and then becoming 55 mph after leaving the City limits. This will create somewhat of a buffer for drivers to reduce their speed after driving unincorporated Hwy P outside of town.

Alderman  Schmidt made a motion to remove Bill 2013-13 from the table. Alderman Jackson  seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.


Alderman Schmidt made a motion to read Bill 2013-13 in the short form for a first time, with amendments as discussed. Alderman Carter seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-13 was read in the short form for a first time.

          Alderman Schmidt  made a motion to read Bill 2013-13 in the short form for a second time with amendments as discussed. Alderman Carter seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.
Bill 2013-13 was read in the short form for a second time.


There being no further discussion, Alderman Schmidt made a motion to vote on Bill 2013-13.  Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


Vote:


Alan Carter-yes


Jackie Jackson-yes

Dave Schmidt-yes


Chris Jacobsen-yes

Ordinance #2013-13 City Speed Limit
5th Item:
Bill 2013-14 Rufkahr Estates Lot 3 Subdivision

The Planning and Zoning Commission passed Resolution #11 recommending that the original 6.4 acre Lot#3 of the Rufkahr Estates Subdivision be further subdivided into 3 lots consisting of Lot 3A-1.33 acres, Lot 3B-1. acre and Lot 3C-4.4 acres.

  

City Engineer Tom Rothermich has verified distances, and he believes that the (proposed) 'new' surveyed property line of Mr. Bettorf's 5 acre tract will be further than 200' from that lift station. Tom Rothermich is then authorizing Mr. Bettorf to install a County approved/inspected septic system. The County septic approval  / inspection  / jurisdiction and process  was verified with Bob Barclay whose info was key and on 
target. (This type of situation has occurred in some other rural municipalities, such as Wright City, Foristell, and New Melle. Where the current sewer lines do not yet exist, or they may lie further than the 200' distance/Code guideline. ) 


Tom Rothermich relayed that he has spoken with Bart Bettorf and authorized him to be allowed to install an on-site system approved by St. Charles County, and the system to be installed inspected thru County approval and oversight.


The proposed 1.4 acre tract is too small (for the 3 acre minimum,) and the homeowner will have to discharge into the sewer, by connecting to the Mexico Rd. lift station and he will need to get an easement to that location. That easement will need to be made a part of the approved building permit process with City Building Official Bob Barclay. Depending on his elevations, that potential 1. 4 acre tract lot owner (Mr. Chuck Hoffmann,) may also need his own pump, to be able to elevate his discharge thru the lateral line to the lift station.

 

After no further questions, Alderman Jackson made a motion introduce Bill 

2013-14 to record the plat known as Rufkahr Estates Lot 3 Subdivision. Alderman Carter                           

seconded the motion. The City Clerk reported the votes as 4 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.

Alderman Schmidt made a motion to read Bill 2013-14 in the short form for a first time. Alderman Jackson seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-14 was read in the short form for a first time.


Alderman Jackson made a motion to read Bill 2013-14 in the short form for a second time. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.

Bill 2013-14 was read in the short form for a second time.


There being no further discussion, Alderman Jackson made a motion to vote on Bill 2013-14 . Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 4 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


Vote:


Alan Carter-yes


Jackie Jackson-yes


Dave Schmidt-yes


Chris Jacobsen-yes

Ordinance  2013-14 Rufkahr Estates Lot 3 Subdivision

6th Item:    
Engineering Report


Due to the death of the recently hired new City Administrator for the City of Wentzville; the meeting scheduled to discuss the base rate/new agreement was cancelled.


The City Engineer, Tom Rothermich, discussed that he had met briefly with George Mehler of Mick Mehler and Sons and shared a copy of the Comprehensive Plan regarding potential new sewer lines toward Mexico Rd. Mr. Mehler will then be going onsite to the proposed area, to give the City some guidance on pricing, elevation issues, and other concerns. The Board will then be able to review all of the concerns and make a decision on this proposed new line.

In other matters, our Private Sewage Disposal Code adopted as part of our 2009 ICC Code, was adopted after direction from the County, as the county inspects, authorizes and maintains all septic systems. The language  in this portion of our adopted code states that an individual must connect to a City system/sewer line within one year of it becoming available. This topic has been discussed recently by the City Building Official, City Engineer and also the Board. Tom Rothermich stated that we need to consider modifying/amending  this language, to eliminate "must connect within one year." In the most recent situation of the largest parcel 3C of Lot 3 Rufkahr Estates; it is not feasible or responsible to ask the property owner to install a new septic system, and possibly have him change systems and accrue additional expense to then connect with a new sewer line, when it becomes available. The Board thinks this language could be amended and this will be on the September Board Meeting agenda for further discussion.

7th Item:
Sewer Updates

The City has 161 users currently with outstanding accounts, totaling $3968.71.  
This month's bills included the multiple Ofallon Sewer bills for $2275.00. In a positive note, we have had 2  sewer tap fees collected recently for the 2 new home permits in Flint Hill Country estates.

As of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per user, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. 
8th Item:
Communications from the Mayor - none
9th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen

Alderman Carter brought to everyone's attention the safety issue of the two deep culverts at the corners of Mexico Rd and Hwy P. Larger vehicles including trucks and school buses must swing very wide to avoid driving into the culvert. The Board asked Tom Rothermich, as City Engineer to contact MODOT about changes to that intersection due to safety. Alderman Carter also voiced concerns about our agreement with St. Charles County for Property Code Maintenance.


Alderman Schmidt discussed additional annexation of property to provide additional area surrounding our DSD and existing neighborhoods. He has seen property values deeply decline in north St. Louis County when larger apartment complexes of low income housing are allowed to be built. He and Alderman Carter will be visiting some of the surrounding property owners and asking for voluntary annexation.

10th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

City Attorney Matt Fairless presented his Attorney Report for August. This contained suggestions for future financing of the proposed sewer line. Separately, he had also spoken with Wentzville City Attorney Paul Rost; and no final agreement has been reached.  
11th Item:         Clerk’s report

*  
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Tuesday, September 10.    
*
    The City Engineer is working on RFPs for snowplow bids, a DSD 

    
    design as a basis for grants.
  

12th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman Jackson made a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $5205.87, (with the added invoice from Flint Hill Engineering in the amount of $1140.00) per the General Fund Account Report as provided to the Board. This total also included June payroll in the amount of $2026.12 and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of $3650.25. Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 4 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
13th Item:        
Closed Session - none
             . 




14th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Jackson made a motion to adjourn at   Alderman Schmidt seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports 4 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
