April 2015 Board of Aldermen Meeting
April 2015

Minutes of April Meeting

Flint Hill Board of Alderman

Held on April 22, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Upper Level
Members present and absent:


Mayor Doug Wynn – present

Alderman Alan Carter – present 

Alderwoman Jackie Jackson-Westhoff - present

Alderman David Schmidt – excused


Alderman Christopher Jacobsen – present
           *Aldermen Robert Boehmer – present
City Attorney Matt Fairless                                   
City Clerk Becky McCollum

The April  2015 Board of Aldermen meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
*Alderman Robert Boehmer was sworn in and former Alderman Carter left the meeting.

1st Item: 
Pledge of Allegiance

2nd Item:
Meeting called to order, roll call, approval of agenda and minutes
Mayor Doug Wynn called the meeting to order. Alderman Jacobsen                   made a motion to approve the agenda. Alderman Jackson-Westhoff seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.

A copy of the written March 18, 2015 regular minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to approve the regular Board meeting minutes, from the March 18, 2015 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Alderman Jackson-Westhoff. The City Clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the regular Board meeting stand approved on this day,  April 22, 2015.
A copy of the written March 18, 2015 special meeting minutes were emailed (as requested) to the Board of Aldermen in advance of the meeting.  The City Clerk asked if everyone had received copies of the minutes.  All had.  

Alderman Jackson-Westhoff made a motion to approve the special Board meeting minutes, from the March 18, 2015 Board Meeting. The motion was seconded by Jacobsen Alderman 
. The City Clerk reports 3 "yes," 0 "no," and 0 "abstain votes. The minutes for the special February Board meeting stand approved on this day,  April 22, 2015.

3rd Item:
Swearing In of Ward#2 Alderman Bob Boehmer

The City Clerk swore in new Alderman for Ward#2 Bob Boehmer.

Mayor Wynn thanked former Alderman Carter for his two terms of service as Ward#2 Alderman and welcomed new Alderman Boehmer.
4th Item:
Open Forum- none
5th Item:
Bill 2015-07 ECM-Alliance Agreement

Alderman Jackson-Westhoff made a motion to remove Bill 2015-07 from the table. Alderman Jacobsen seconded the motion. The vote is reported as 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried.


City Clerk Becky McCollum reported on her findings from ECM-Alliance.At the present time there are no other cities which use ECM-Alliance to bill water by metered usage and add additional billing charges for wastewater. In a breakdown of the services provided for the monthly $154.44 charged by ECM-Alliance to Flint Hill:
1) Monthly billing by mail of metered water usage for 144 users and the corresponding wastewater bill computed for $2.58 per 1000 gallons of metered water usage.

2) Monthly collection of 144 users/wastewater bill including $15.00 base rate for most residential households.

3) Collection of individual payments and pursuing non-pay and late users with finance charges and collection efforts.

4) Proceeding with shut-offs for non-payment

5) Providing monthly breakdown for City of billed gallonage submitted with dollar figures of actual billed, collected, and final amount due City received as check from ECM-Alliance.

In comparison with previous monthly City billing costing approximately $70 in postage alone, which does not include breakdown of cost of the printing of statements, or expensive efforts at collection or additional time spent by City Clerk to meet ECM employee for water shut-off service.


Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to read Bill 2015-07 in the short form for a second time. Alderman Jackson-Westhoff seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes.  Motion carried.
Bill 2015-07 was read in the short form for a second time.

There being no further discussion, Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to vote on Bill 2015-07.  Alderman Jackson-Westhoff seconded the motion.  The vote is reported as 3 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.


Vote:


Bob Boehmer-yes


Jackie Jackson-Westhoff-yes

Dave Schmidt-excused

Chris Jacobsen-yes

Ordinance #2015-07- ECM-Alliance Agreement 

6th Item:
Bill 2015-08 CREC Agreement

Attorney Matt Fairless described the renewal of this 20 year franchise agreement. By state statute any utility franchise must be on the ballot for voter approval. At the present time, research indicates this may not have occurred 20 years ago. The City Clerk has authorized the County Election Authority to research for a $75 fee any and all records pertaining to this agreement. No further progress on this contract or bill is necessary until that research is provided by the County Election Authority.
7th Item:
Engineering Report 

The City Clerk relayed the engineering report and concerns as received from City engineer Tom Rothermich. The report is as follows:

“Everyone is aware of the issues that cropped up during the recent rains.  The lift station at FHCE was overloaded with rain runoff into the system.  Once the rain subsided, the lift station was operating normally.  A manhole across Jessie was found to be sitting in a low area and was the likely cause of the problem.  O'Fallon Sewer added a 12" watertight extension which should take care of the problem. 

The new building being built by the irrigation folks ran into an issue when they were tying onto the sewer.  They were tying directly into Wentzville's line because it runs through that area and it was not at the depth they expected.  They were able to adjust their grades and make it work.

Becky received a call from a resident about a manhole overflowing at the rear of a lot on Jessie Ct. We knew that we had no lines in that area so we both called Wentzville who claimed no knowledge of anything in the area.  Once we got in touch with someone who knew anything we were able to get it repaired (by Wentzville).  Thanks to Becky's dogging our friends to the south and west we now have good contact numbers for future emergencies.

When the Griffey folks were building on the east side there were problems locating where to tie their sewer lone into.  That area has no good records because the lift station and tie ins were designed on the fly during construction of the system and no one made as builts of the change.  I met with the sewer contractor and was not able to give him a definite location of the main in that area.  He showed me a line that he said was coming from FHCE that he wanted to tap.  I knew we had nothing coming from there to this area and came to the conclusion that it was Jim Dickherber's lateral.  Unusual in that it is a 6-in line.  The contractor tapped on to that lateral with my approval as opposed to trying to find where the line actually was.  Fast forward to a call I got from Jim Dickherber about the tap and his concern that if there is an issue, he may be held liable. There is no problem with two homes being on the same lateral, especially since it is a 6-in line.  But it now becomes an interceptor line and the City should take ownership of it.  The same sort of situation is about to happen with the new Hoffmann/Cox homes.  They will be sharing a discharge line from a private lift station.  I believe the City should work on setting easements and taking ownership of these two lines.  I can put together a drawing of where I believe the line runs so we will have it for future use.  I'll work with Jim and Mike Lumia to see if they have better information as to the location.

In that same vein, the sewer line in the area of the Griffey home was nicked during installation if the water service line.  I do not believe that the contractor is liable because we would  not have been able to tell him where our line runs.  The line was repaired by O'Fallon, Sewer.

We should schedule another smoke test so Wentzville will have one less reason to drag out the sewer agreement.”

Discussion ensued concerning the Dickherber-Griffey lateral connection. Alderman Boehmer will be contacting City Engineer Tom Rothermich, Building Official Bob Barclay and Steve Sozniak with OFallon Sewer to gain some type of resolution after more info is provided.
8th Item:
Sewer Updates
Our total wastewater users are currently 171. The City has outstanding accounts, totaling $396.98. 

With an incomplete Wentzville Agreement; as of March, 2012, the City of Wentzville continues to charges Flint Hill a rate of $29.00 per 161 users, an increase from the previous $25.00 rate. Our monthly payment is now $4669. instead of $4025. 

The City has had 3 separate events resulting in costly Ofallon Sewer service calls within the last month. First was a sewer leak under Mexico Rd near new home addressed 233. The second was an issue of flooding within the basement of 308 S Jessie Ct, the home of Gary Eldridge. Heavy rain events were the root cause but Tom Rothermich also reviewed the FHCE adjacent manholes and authorized one location to have a 1 foot riser installed as a measure to avoid future problems.

As referred to in the recent emails to the Board, the third occurrence was  on Monday, April 13 and was a failure of the Wentzville sewer line within Flint Hill Country Estates subdivision. Numerous attempts to notify their Public Works Dept were unsuccessful. After this event, the City Clerk has now spoken with Director Sue Mueller and received requested contact info from members of their department for all future problems.

The total cost to the City for all three events was $6000; including the $200 Ofallon Sewer emergency response for what was actually a Wentzville sewer line failure.

The Board reminded the City Clerk to submit that bill for reimbursement by the City Of Wentzville.

9th Item:         Communications from the Mayor - none
10th Item:
Communications from the Board of Aldermen- none
11th Item:
Communication from the City Attorney 

City Attorney Matt Fairless continues to work on a draft of the Wentzville Agreement, Bill 2015-01 with the City of Wentzville after being contacted by the new Wentzville City Attorney.

The current status of the zoning and code issues at the 1748 Flint Hill Park Ln property is that a letter was sent to the property owner Tom Loggia, TRL Holdings. A copy of the letter was provided to the Board. Also submitted to the Board was a plot plan/survey submitted by Mr. Loggia to the City Attorney. The property owner is communicating with the attorney on a regular basis to update the clean-up progress which is being made. 

At this time, no further berms or plantings for screening have been completed at 1748 Flint Hill Park Ln. Also, no measures to rezone to I-1/Light Industrial (to allow for outside storage of materials,) or  to correct the previous illegal subdivide or submission of a site plan for City Planning and Zoning review have been made by the owner Mr Loggia of TRL Holdings.
12th Item:         Clerk’s report

*   
    The next scheduled Board meeting would be on Wednesday, May 13, 

          2015. 

*
    A sample of Neighborhood Watch signs and designs were presented to the 

                Board for their review. Their decision was to purchase 9 signs at $28.50 each 
                with mounting hardware for posting throughout town. A motion was made by  

                Alderman Jacobsen and seconded by Alderman Jackson-Westhoff. The vote is 
                reported as 3 “yes,” 0 "no," and 0 "abstain" votes. Motion carried.

·     The MoDot St Charles County news presented their plans for work this summer 

          on their Hwy P and Parr Rd bridge project requiring two full closures of that 

          area for 30 and 60 days respectively. The City Clerk emailed Tom Evers of 

          MoDot who offered to attend next months’ meeting and provide further details 

          as well as all updates for the Hwy P- Hwy 61 interchange.
13th Item:
Approval of the Monthly Bills


Alderman  Jackson-Westhoff made a motion to approve payment of the General Fund bills in the total amount of $2643.52 as provided to the Board. This total also included April payroll for the City Clerk and the Waste Water Fund bills in the amount of $1226.28. Alderman Jacobsen seconded the motion. The city clerk reports 3 “yes”, 0 “no”, and 0 “abstain.”  Motion carried.
14th Item:        
Closed Session- Privileged Communications - none
15th Item:
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Jacobsen made a motion to adjourn at 7:20 p.m.  Alderman Jackson-Westhoff seconded the motion.  The city clerk reports 3 “yes,” 0 “no,” and 0 “abstain” votes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca McCollum

City Clerk
